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THE HABITS OF THE EFFECTIVE DISCIPLE PART 3

Habit #7 The Effective Use Of Words

 
 The most effective productive and joyful believers learn to use their tongues in positive, merciful and kindly ways. “For he that wants to love life and to see good days, let him restrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking guile.” (1 Peter 3:10) The right use of the tongue is vital towards our well-being and longevity. Traditional Christianity and Judaism have paid insufficient attention to this vital scriptural revelation.

Words & Dominion

 
When God first made man (male and female) He gave them dominion on the earth over all the creatures on the earth. This dominion as God’s delegated authority was to be exercised by work and by speech. 

As we are redeemed in Messiah we are ‘seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus’ at the right hand of the Father and our own personal dominion is being restored to us. We can now begin again to exercise our dominion through the use of the tongue along with our prayers, faith, thoughts and actions.


Jesus emphasized the redeemed use of the tongue, throughout His teachings “A good man out of the good treasure of the heart brings out good things; and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings out evil things. But I say to you that every idle word, whatever men may speak, they shall give account of it in the Day of Judgment. For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.” (Mt 12:35-37) Here Jesus says that our tongues actually decide whether we will be justified or condemned. 
It is with our words (and not just with our mental assent and minds) that we establish our agreement and acceptance of God’s free gift of salvation and His plan for our lives. “Because if you confess the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth one confesses unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)

The tongue is the key to the release of our faith in God’s settled fact. Through it we establish agreement with God’s plan or reject it. The tongue does not create the plan but it is the means by which it comes flowing into our lives and is established in them.

Words determine our destiny. Even the most casual words have an effect on our live because they are seeds, which determine our future. ‘Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.’ (Pv. 18:2)
Tongues Must be Trained

Because our speech patterns were formed before we were born again, we have to retrain them to become effective instruments that steer our lives in the direction of God.  These new habits are some of the most important habits of the effective disciple.

James says that as a ship is steered by a rudder we steer our lives by our tongues. As a horse is steered by a bit, God can only steer us through our mouths.  “Behold also the ships being so great, and driven by fierce winds, yet they are turned about with a very small rudder, where the impulse of him steering desires.” (James 3:2-4)

Few things are more important than learning how to use our tongues right? Yet there is almost no education on this subject in our schools or churches. We are taught how to develop and use our minds but not how to use our tongues, the steering wheel of our lives. To educate people without teaching them about the tongue is like teaching drivers the rules of the road without teaching how to use the steering wheel.

Blessing & Cursing

The New Testament places a high importance on the use of the tongue. It reveals instructs the importance and power of the tongue of the redeemed. . James says “Even so the tongue is a little me member and boasts great things. But no one can tame the tongue; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. By this we bless God, even the Father. And by this we curse men, who have come into being according to the image of God. Out of the same mouth proceeds blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so.”  James urges believers not to permit negative bitter and cursed words from our mouths, which are consecrated to speak the praises and blessings of God. (Jam. 3:5-10)

To curse is to pronounce negative words on ourselves, others or on situations. To bless means to speak forth positive and hopeful words on our selves, others and our situations in line with God’s revealed plan and benign attitude. A blessing brings us into agreement with God’s good plan, but a curse brings us into agreement with the negative it pronounces.


We can train our tongues with the help of the Holy Spirit, who give us a new heart of love to speak love and only love, blessing and only blessing. “Speaking the truth in love, may in all things grow up to Him who is the Head, even Christ.’ (Ephesians 4:16) As we speak in this way we are actually maturing to becoming and more like Jesus.

Effective disciples learn to put cursing away from their mouths and to bless everything about themselves and others and everything that happens to them.  This faith discipline enables us to remaining abiding union with God’s benign plan.

If we find that we have cursed ourselves our situations or others in the past we can ask the Lord’s forgiveness, cancel the agreement we made with the negative and begin to bless our selves our situations and others.

Using Our Tongues To Rule & To Decree

We can us our tongues 

· in prayer to God,

· in declaring the will of God over our live and situations and 

· In authority over every hindering force that hinders the plan of God, 

· in bringing encouragement and blessing to every situation. 

We can use our tongues to formally and deliberately come into agreement with God’s plan, and in rejecting any other plans or directions of our lives. We can also use them to speak forth the plan of God and to speak against natural forces, illegal spirits and even inanimate objects that hinder the plan and purposes of God. 

“You shall also decree a thing, and it shall be established for you: and the light shall shine upon your ways.” (Job 22:28)

 “For truly I say to you that whoever shall say to this mountain, Be moved and be cast into the sea, and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that what he said shall occur, he shall have whatever he said. Therefore I say to you, All things, whatever you ask, praying, believe that you shall receive them, and it will be to you. And when you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive it so that also your Father in Heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” (Mark 11:23-26)

If we attempt to exercise dominion over situations that God has providentially permitted for our growth we will fail to overcome, so Before we use the prayer of authority, command and decree, we should  ascertain that this situation is not a providential circumstance, permitted so that we can overcome evil with good.

It is assumed that when we use the prayer of command, we are abiding in love and forgiveness and are speaking in line with the heart and mind of God. Jesus rebuked His disciples when they wanted to use their tongues to cast down fire on a village that did not welcome them. They were using their authority without being in the positive and blessed spirit of Jesus. “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and tumult and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.” (Ephesians 4:31)  The authoritative use of our words requires that we are walking in forgiveness and without anger or bitterness towards anyone. It is unthinkable for a Christian to try  harm others with negative words, and something we should never do. However there are many demonically engineered circumstances, where it is appropriate to take dominion and speak words of command. In these cases we can speak forth in authority against obstacles that hinder the will of God in our spheres of responsibility and influence. And command positive changes into a situation in blessing

Words Keep The Life Of The Spirit Active

 
‘Be filled with the spirit speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5: 19) we are  to use our tongues to continuously speak the praises of God and celebrate His goodness. This builds us  up in the Lord and keeps the life of the Spirit flowing in our lives. Negative and complaining words on the other hand quench and dampen the life of the Spirit within us. Many have experienced been filled with the Spirit, but unless we tame our tongues and learn the way of positive and blessed speech, that life will be quenched. 

Habit #7 THE HABIT OF OVERCOMING LOVE

Overcoming love is the habit of maintaining, the attitudes of the kingdom of God: love, joy, thanksgiving, forgiveness etc even in the face of adversity. It is the key to abiding in God’s love. Jesus said he who overcomes will inherit all things, and he who abides in Him will ask whatever.

All the most effective believers live a life of steady overcoming love. With this they maintain vital connection with the life, glory and joy of the kingdom. In fact it is impossible to be an effective believer without being and overcomer. 

 
As The believers of old disqualified themselves from entry into the Promised Land because of  grumbling and complaining. New Testament believers disqualify themselves from full entrance to the blessings life and joy of the kingdom of God by not abiding in overcoming love. (1 Cor 10:11 Numbers 14;17)  Revelation 2 & 3)

God wants more than our orthodoxy and faithful service .. He wants our love.  Only by developing  the habit of overcoming love can we  live in union with God’s highest. Those who develop the habit of overcoming love will become the most effective of all believers and they will “inherit all things” and be given “dominion over the nations.” (Rev. 21:7) Revelation 2:26) 

Jesus says that the overcomer “will  go out no more” (Rev. 3:12) He will not go in and out of God’s presence but abide continually in God’s presence and glory. Those who do not develop the habit overcoming love are in and out of the love and joy of the Lord. Effective believers learn not to be up and down and in and out but learn to remain in the blessedness of the kingdom of God even in the face of adverse circumstances, irritations, injustices, inconveniences, disappointments etc.

Receiving & Giving Love

Jesus’ new commandment “love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34) is the basis of the overcoming life and of inheriting the promises that Jesus gave to the overcomers in His in revelations chapters 2 and 3).  

This looks easy, but we can only fulfill this commandment as we constantly allow His love come into us and constantly release it out even in the most adverse situations.

Abiding in love has two major aspects 

· receiving continually the inflow of love and 

· continually passing it on. 

when we fail to continue  to receive this love, our connection with the vine is loosened. When we  to fail to pass on this steadfast love (even in the face of  adversity)  we also loosen the connection and stem the flow.

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in my love…  These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (Jn 15:6-12)

As we abide in continuing love, continually receive the Lord’s presence. They invite Him into every part of their life and into every moment. They receive and transmit His love continually. 

Some people try to have Jesus’ life without His love and some  try to have His love without His life. Both fall short of the overcoming life. The effective believer has both. Some receive from the Lord without transmitting His love and some try to transmit without receiving. The effective believer does both. 

We can only love others with the love the Lord supplies, we can only be joyful with the joy that Lord supplies. we can only produce the fruit of the spirit with the life of the spirit. 

“This is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.” (I Jn 5:4) Through faith we draw in the love of God and through love we release it. This is why Paul sys that faith works by love (Gal.). What we draw can only be expressed as it is released in love. That which is received by faith dies if it is not released in love.  As we abide in the life of overcoming love, the life of the Spirit stays remains vibrantly  in us and the blessings of the kingdom continue to overtake us.

Overcoming Love Requires Death To Self

 “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word of their testimony. And they loved not their lives even to the death.” (Rev. 12:11)

The way of overcoming love requires that we 

· recognize that our old man is dead in Jesus, (Romans 6:6)

· drawing from the life of Jesus and yielding only to the Holy Spirit.

       It takes faith, utter dependence, and death to self, but the result is joy, peace and abundant life. 

 
Death to self should not be seen as a sorrowful self-denying self-frustrating martyr complex,  but as liberation from all that drags us down to the tyranny of self centeredness, selfishness and religious self-energy to life of love and  joy. Only the loving overcoming Christian can stay in the love commandment and stay abiding in the vine. The great paradox of the effective follower of Jesus is summed up in  Jesus’ words  “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” (John 12:24-25) Overcome hate with love

· Overcome complaining with thanksgiving

· Overcome fear with faith

· Overcome despair with hope

· Overcome injustice with forgiveness

· Overcome hypocrisy with truthfulness   

     sincerity

· overcome pressure with patience.

One can be in the most hellish of places but if we give out love we will bring heaven into the situation. 

Dear Friends

We pray that all is well with you since we last wrote to you in March

Since then we have had a busy season of ministry, in Ireland, England, Scotland, Spain- Ecuador, Slovakia, and Canada. We have slept in more beds than we can count but through it all we have been enjoying the Lord's presence and the flow of His Spirit.

In Ireland we ministered at over 80 meetings. We are thrilled to see the church grow so rapidly in Ireland against a background of radical secularization and the collapse of traditional Christianity. One of our friends commented recently that Jesus' command to *go, and teach all nations" could be difficult to obey. However when preaching the Word of god in Ireland we come pretty close. The f low of immigrants into Ireland over the last decade is from every corner of the earth - Poland, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, Finland, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Russia, Sri Lank, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, South Africa, Ghana, Ivory Coast, England, Germany, France, Austria, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, Italy, Spain, China, Singapore, Taiwan, India, Pakistan, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil and Argentina. The Ireland of our youth has been replaced by a fast moving secular multicultural society, which opens new opportunities not only economically but also for the Kingdom of God.

In Ecuador we  were part of a team 'New Wine, Fresh Oil" and ministered to several thousand people there. These 'Fresh Oil, New Wine" conferences are organized by David Carrera an Ecuadorian, now based in Shelby Tennessee. We had the privilege of seeing many baptized in the Holy Spirit. We also did a half hour interview on one of the largest TV stations in Latin America with several million viewers.

In August we spoke  Shiloh Hills annual conference at Renfrew Ontario near Ottawa, arranged by its director, Peggy Putnam. Our theme was "The Kingdom of God - The Hope of Canada." The Lord blessed wonderfully.

Late August we traveled to Slovakia as the guests of Stanislaw Gawel director of Chevra Ministries, which distributes aid to impoverished Jewish families within former Soviet Union countries. We taught at their annual conference in Zilina and the following weekend at a camp meeting organized by the Apostolic Church of Zilina. We also spoke at two Pentecostal churches in nearby towns.

This month we teach at a conference in Montreal, Canada, organized by Messianic leader, Michael Gertsman of Lion of Judah & Pastor Brian Maguire of Restoration Ministries.

On 3' of October we leave for our annual tour of Israel and to speak and participate in the Feast of Tabernacles Conference after which we will go to Ukraine (Kiev and Kharkov) to teach with M.T.E.E. (Ministry To Educate and Equip) which has 55 bible colleges in five countries in Eastern Europe. After that we travel to Finland as guests of the ICEJ Finland directed by Ula Jarvihleto for an itinerary of about 15 meetings including  Taste Of The Feast Conference before retuning home in November.

As you can see we need a lot or prayer for the strength of the Lord to accompany us and for lives to be transformed and refreshed from His presence as we minister.

Our ministry stands on the prayers of our intercessors.

With deepest thanks to all of you who help us with your prayers and support - we need you! One in His great love and service
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email us your comments paulandnuala@bellsouth.net)
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“Men should utter nothing for which they would not willingly be responsible through time and in eternity”  - Abraham Lincoln





  ‘The tongue of the wise brings healing’ 


 - Proverbs 12:18
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